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The newsletter of Brickhill Parish Council

Please join us for …..
The switch-on of the Christmas Tree lights 

on Waveney Green 

Tuesday 2nd December 2025 

          at  5.30 pm

Brickhill and Scott Primary School Choirs 
will be singing and there will be a visit from 
Santa at  approximately 6pm!    

All welcome …�

Christmas is coming! 

Senior citizens in Brickhill are     
invited to a free afternoon of light 
refreshments and nostalgic and 
seasonal songs performed by a                                 

professional entertainer. 

There are two dates for this event: 

Thursday 4th and Tuesday           
16th December.                                       

Please book for only ONE date

See page 7 for full details and how 
to book.

BRICKHILL NEWS The path to Anjulita 
Court, Woodlands 
Park

Issue No 70 Nov/Dec 2025

From Mark Fitzpatrick, Chair of Brickhill 
Parish Council……..�
Welcome to the latest µBrickhill 
News’��In this newsletter there 
are details of two Christmas 
parties for senior citizens as well 
as Christmas services for the 
three local churches in Brickhill. 
There are also updates from the Parish Council, the 
Borough Councillors representing Brickhill, our local 
primary schools and much more besides.

As ever, I am looking forward to the switching on of 
the Christmas lights on 2nd December. Everyone is 
welcome to join us for this short but fun event!

May I wish you a very Happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year.

Waveney Green jogging trails launch 
11am, Saturday 6th December - see 
Page 3. Everyone is welcome!
Brickhill Neighbourhood Plan progress
The draft Eeighbourhood Wlan has recently been reviewed by 
an Independent �ǆaminer, who proposed only minor changes 
to the plan. By the time you read this, these are likely to have 
been formally accepted by the Borough Council ;the planning 
authorityͿ and the parish council. The plan contains various 
policies which would be used as part of the planning process 
for planning applications in Brickhill. 

The Eeighbourhood Wlan will not 
take eīect unless it is approved by 
Brickhill residents through a 
referendum. This is likely to take 
place in early ϮϬϮϲ. It will be 
organised by the Borough Council, 
similar to ordinary elections. For 
more information about the Brickhill 
Eeighbourhood Wlan see the parish 
council website, 
www.brickhillparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
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EAST WARD 
Cllr Mark Fitzpatrick (Chair)    

01234 357259  

mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.com  

Cllr Peter Blakeman (Planning Committee 
Chair)  

01234 343908 

pj.blakeman@btopenworld.com      

Cllr Stuart Green 

01234 354339 

 stuart.green5938@ntlworld.com 

Cllr Alastair Grant 

01234 342076  

agrantbpc@gmail.com 

NORTH WARD  
Cllr Vincent  Holloway 

01234 214533  

vholloway1975@gmail.com 

Cllr Peter Lamswood 

lamswoodpeterbpc@gmail.com 

Cllr Stefan Testa 

stesta2@hotmail.com 

1 vacancy 

WEST WARD 
Cllr Cathrine Ward 

01234 295951  

mahovoward@yahoo.co.uk 

2 vacancies 

SOUTH WARD 
2 vacancies 

WOODLANDS PARK 
WARD 
Cllr Sudesh Rani 

07891 014007  

sudesh2021@hotmail.com 

1 vacancy 

Borough Councillors for Brickhill Ward 
Cllr Charles Royden  

01234 309175   

charlesroyden@gmail.com 

Cllr Wendy Rider  

01234 303254  

wendyrider41@gmail.com 

Borough Councillors for De Parys Ward 
(covers Brickhill South Ward) 
Cllr Henry Vann  

07791 138853  

henry.vann@bedford.gov.uk 

Cllr David Sawyer  

07711 692937 

david.sawyer@bedford.gov.uk 

Mrs Sue Bottoms,  

Clerk to the Council 
St Marks Church and Community Centre,  

Calder Rise, Brickhill, MK41 7UY  

01234 271708   

clerk@brickhillparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday  and 
Thursday 10-12 noon. 

Police  
 Peter.Murphy@beds.police.uk  

Volunteers Required  Brickhill News is published 5 times per year and 
delivered to every household within the parish. We need lots of             
volunteers  - could you help?  If you could deliver to a few local streets 
near to where you live, please contact the parish council office. 

BRICKHILL PARISH COUNCILLORS 

Parish Council meetings: are open to the public and 
normally take place on the first Thursday of every month at 
7:30pm (except August & December) at St Mark’s Church 
Community Centre, Calder Rise, Brickhill MK41 7UY. 
Councillor surgeries are held at 7pm before each meeting. 

Brickhill News is published by Brickhill Parish Council. Printed by White Hart 
Press, 58a York Street, Bedford. Disclaimer: Every effort is taken to ensure 
content is accurate at the time of going to press, the Parish Council takes no 
responsibility for errors or omissions in editorial/advertising content. Contributors 
are asked to confirm that they have appropriate licences for any content used. 
Views by contributors are not necessarily those of the Council.   
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Rooksmead/Brickhill Drive pond
Following a very dry summer and early autumn, the pond virtually dried out, 
making it impossible for the fountain to operate.  The parish council is grateful 
for the help of Borough Councillors David Sawyer and Henry Vann, who have 
liaised with the Borough Council, resulting in recent work to clear out the pond. 
All we need now is more rain to reĮll it ;but not too much͊Ϳ

Work underway to clear the pond

Book swap for Brickhill?
The parish council is considering 
installing a public book swap. If you 
have something suitable that can be 
repurposed please contact 
Councillor Mark Fitzpatrick or the 
Clerk.

Beeston Green book swap

New Waveney Avenue speed device up and running
The Parish Council paid for a new device, to replace the old one that 
had ceased working. te are able to monitor the speed of traĸc along 
this very busy road. It serves to remind drivers of their speed, to 
improve road safety. Your views on potential other locations and their 
beneĮts are welcome.

Waveney Vehicle 
Activated Sign 

Wreventing�ŇooĚing�in�Brickhill
The Warish Council has continued discussions 
with the Borough Council, Anglian Water and 
residents aīected by flooding previously.  
More work is needed to reduce future risks. 
Councillor Mark Fitzpatrick raised local 
flooding risks with a panel of key speakers at   
a recent county-wide meeting.

Brickhill Community Centre improvements
The Parish Council commissioned a report from a 
Building Surveyor to check the state of the building. A 
programme of works has been agreed that will help 
keep the Centre in good condition and a great place to 
visit and use.

Wreventing unauthorised 
encampments on Waveney 
Green
In past years, these encampments 
have resulted in mess and disruption 
for residents. The parish council is 
considering installing bunds and some 
posts to make this less likely to happen 
in future.

Calling all runners, joggers, walkers and pram* pushers!
Come along at 11am on Saturday 6th 
Decemďer�Ĩor�the�oĸciĂl�lĂunch.�Meet in 
Falcon Avenue ;see star on mapͿ. Brickhill 
Warish Council is oĸcially launching the 
Waveney Green jogging trails - western and 
eastern loops around Waveney Green that can 
be followed individually, used as a Įgure-of-
eight or just go right round the outside. These 
are approximately 470m, 670m and 1km in 
length respectively. Daps will be on the parish 
council website and nearby noticeboards.

* Or anything else

Map data from OpenStreetMap
https͗ͬͬwww.openstreetmap.orgͬcopyright 
Map data from OpenStreetMap
https͗ͬͬwww.openstreetmap.orgͬcopyright 
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De Parys Ward Borough Councillors Update Winter 2025
From Henry Vann and David Sawyer 

In addition to the issues Charles and Wendy share above, sadly the       
Councillor Ward Fund has been scrapped. This has been used to support 
local projects including dropped kerbs, yellow lines, and the defibrillator    
outside St Andrew’s Church. We have been told current applications 
(including Christmas lights in Brickhill Drive, greenkeeping equipment 
for Bedford Bowling Club and more dropped kerbs) will be honoured.

During spring and summer 2025 we have continued to work on a wide range of important local issues      
including: the state of the shopping parade in Brickhill Drive, the traffic lights at the Kimbolton Road
junctions with Park Avenue and Brickhill Drive where there is no pedestrian cycle, and have requested 
better screening of the second set of traffic lights going southbound on Kimbolton Road at the Putnoe 

Lane junction so that they are less visible from a distance.

We are pushing hard at the council to get Rooksmead Pond cleaned 
and refilled and the fountain re-set as well as reporting rapid rise in   
graffiti and advising residents on rodent concerns.

Our next surgeries are on December 13th at 1pm at Shaldon Court on 
Barnstaple Road and 2pm outside Budgens on Kimbolton Road.        

Please sign up for our emails here:                      
www.bedfordlibdems.org.uk/sign-up and contact us any time at:

David Sawyer, 53 Devon Road, MK40 3DF, 07711 692 937, sawyerbedford@hotmail.com
Henry Vann, 5 Park Avenue, MK40 2JY, 07791 138 853, henrypaulvann@gmail.com

Brickhill Borough Councillors Update  Winter 2025
From Wendy Rider and Charles Royden 
Thank you to the hundreds of residents who have supported our petition to 
stop the sale of the green fields off Ashmead Road in Brickhill, known as  
Jackman's Farm. Charles spoke out against the sale at Full Council and the 
majority of councillors voted in a motion to support us. However the final     
decision to sell will be taken by the Mayor Tom Wootton and his Conservative 
Executive. We need to raise all the support we can from residents to try to 
stop this. If you have not already done so then please sign our petition which can be found on our website 
www.puttingbrickhillfirst.com
The proposed sale follows alarming news of the dire state of council finances. For the last two years our 
warnings to the Mayor about overspending on his vanity projects have been ignored. We are currently 
spending £450,000 a year just to maintain the Debenhams building which has no external tenants. The 
council is bankrupt with a £14 million overspend and the Mayor will soon need to go µcap in hand’�to the 
government for a bailout. We are worried that as well as the fire sale of our green fields there will be more 
cuts. This year Lib Dems campaigned to stop cuts including to multi-storey car parks, tree maintenance, 
winter gritting of roads and street cleansing. However these and cuts to libraries, public toilets and     
frontline services are at risk despite record rises of council tax in the desperate dash for cash.    

Throughout the coming year we will work harder than ever to protect essential services.  We will also       
continue keep you informed through regular deliveries of FOCUS, surgeries and our website 
www.puttingbrickhillfirst.com. Please sign up for our emails and we will keep you updated with local 
information, we won’t bombard you and you can unsubscribe at any time. 

Sign up here www.bedfordlibdems.org.uk/sign-up

Wendy Rider, 23 Orwell Close, Brickhill. 01234 303254   wendyrider41@gmail.com

Charles Royden, The Vicarage, Calder Rise, Brickhill.  01234 309175 charlesroyden@gmail.com
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News from Brickhill Primary …. 
It has been another fun-filled start to the year at Brickhill and the year began with welcoming new staff to 
the team. Miss Channing, Mrs Stevenson, Miss Rogerson and Mrs Harrison bring with them lots of       
experience and inspiration and they have settled in to our school wonderfully. The children have returned 
full of the same enthusiasm and energy which we love and they have        
embraced being in their new year groups and our new reception class look 
like they’ve already been with us for years! 

Last half term, Years 1 to 6 explored the local community as part of their   
Geography learning, admiring the bird boxes on Waveney Green,              

appreciating the local amenities and 
recycling options, visiting local parks 
and going on journeys to newer and 
older parts of the area. We also          
welcomed Jamie Night, record-holding 
keepy-uppy star, who inspired us with 
his footballing skills and put on a  
workshop for each 
class. Our community 
has continued to be 
awesome, raising over 

£700 on our Macmillan Coffee morning, attending our       
Meet-The-Teacher sessions, Phonics in Action sessions and 
another full house for our family-friendly Halloween Disco.  

We’ve also seen some key improvements in our school too. A 
combination of support, from our PTA, a grant from our      
brilliant Parish Council, the hard work of our Site Manager,  Mr Hazelwood, and some of our wonderful 
parent helpers, has seen a complete revolution in our Early Years class, the development of our Corridor 
of Curiosity and the introduction of our brand new intervention room. Puffins Room is there for all of our 
children and we have already seen a positive impact for those children that have visited. We used the 
grant from the Parish Council to resource the room and Vision Blinds kindly donated the blinds for the 
space too. The flooring was donated by local community member, Steve Hopkins Flooring, who did a   
fabulous job. We are proud to be an inclusive school and this space enables us to better support learners 
who need additional help in order to best access the curriculum.   

If you would like to come and visit Brickhill, especially if you are looking for a place for your little one in 
September, then please contact us via email at office@brickhillprimary.co.uk. 

News from Scott Primary …. 
 As part of Year 5’s Viking history unit, we held a Viking Day to look further into Viking life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We looked at the Runic alphabet and made clay 
tablets and engraved our names into them and 
we researched what the Vikings ate and made 
Viking pancakes. 
We also created a Viking hoard map and wrote 
clues to its location in runes.  



Saturday 20 December
6.30pm ‘Carols in the Car Park’

%HGIRUG 7RZQ %DQG� ZLWK IUHH PXOOHG ZLQH 	 PLQFH SLHV WR ZDUP XV XS �

Wednesday 24 December - Christmas Eve 

3.00pm Children's Crib Service
%ULQJ WKH ZKROH IDPLO\ IRU FDUROV DV ZH EXLOG WKH &KULVWPDV FULE

6.30pm Carols by Candlelight
7UDGLWLRQDO VHUYLFH RI QLQH OHVVRQV DQG ZLWK %HGIRUG 7RZQ %DQG

11.30pm Candlelit Midnight Mass
:H JDWKHU WRJHWKHU WKLV PRVW KRO\ QLJKW WR ZHOFRPH WKH ELUWK RI WKH &KULVW &KLOG

Thursday 25 December - Christmas Day 
����DP &KULVWPDV 'D\ 6HUYLFH IRU DOO WKH IDPLO\

St Mark’s Church

St Mark’s Church, Calder Rise, Brickhill, Bedford. MK41 7UY 

www.stmarkschurch.com   01234 342613   office@stmarkschurch.com

Christmas with the North Bedford Catholic Community of the Holy Cross 
and Ss Philip and James churches

Christmas Eve— Wednesday 24th December
����SP +& &DUROV

����SP +& )DPLO\ 0DVV

����SP 6V3	- &DUROV

����SP 6V3	- 0DVV

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
Christmas Day—Thursday 25th December

����DP +& 0DVV

�����DP 6V3	- 0DVV

�ŚƌŝƐƚŵĂƐ ŝŶ �ƌŝĐŬŚŝůů͘͘͘

ϲ



All Nations Church Brickhill Drive 
Saturday 13th December 2.30 or 3.30 or 4.30pm  

�RQH WLFNHW JLYHV DFFHVV WR D RQH KRXU VHVVLRQ�

  /LYLQJ 1DWLYLW\

Wednesday 17th December  10.30 am
6PDOO &DURO 6HUYLFH

  Sunday 21st December 6.00 pm 

  0DLQ &DURO 6HUYLFH

Thursday 25th December 10.00 am 
&KULVWPDV 'D\ 6HUYLFH

Wednesday 31st December  10pm onwards 
    1HZ <HDUV (YH 6HUYLFH

,I \RX ZRXOG OLNH PRUH GHWDLOV� SOHDVH FDOO ����� ������ 

RU HPDLO RIILFH#DOOQDWLRQVEHGIRUG�RUJ

͘͘͘ƚŚĞƌĞ ŝƐ Ă ůŽƚ ŐŽŝŶŐ ŽŶ

^ǁŝŶĚĂůĞ ůŝŐŚƚƐ ƐǁŝƚĐŚ ŽŶ͗ dƵĞƐĚĂǇ ϮŶĚ �ĞĐĞŵďĞƌ͘  ZĂŝƐŝŶŐ ŵŽŶĞǇ ĨŽƌ 
�ĂŶĐĞƌ ZĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘ 'Ž ĂůŽŶŐ͕ ĞŶũŽǇ ƚŚĞ ůŝŐŚƚƐ ĂŶĚ ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ ƚŚĞ ĐŚĂƌŝƚǇ͊

ϳ
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 Brickhill Allotments                                                        
Growing  for the homeless 

 This is some of the produce grown at 
Brickhill Allotments for IMPAKT Housing & 
Support. They provide food/groceries to 
anyone that needs help in Bedford. They 
operate on a no criteria/no questions asked 
so anyone turn up. For more  information 
https://impakt.org.uk/food/   

The plot holder Deborah Vernon took over 
the plot in December 2024 and delivers 
donations from her plot and other plots 
holders from Brickhill Allotments on 
Wednesdays. We would like to thank 
Deborah for all her hard work and 
commitment. 

Community Policing priority for Brickhill 
Speeding in Tyne Crescent was the community priority for Brickhill 
from July to September. The police carried out speed enforcements in 
the area and have now launched a Speed Survey. They also aim to work 
with the local authority on the road design in order to design the speed 
out of the road. 

Dog fouling in Brickhill - unpleasant, unhealthy 
and unnecessary                                                       
There have been complaints about dog fouling recently. You can report 
a dog fouling problem to the Borough Council using the link below. You 
can use it to give details if you have witnessed someone who does not 
clean up after their dog. 

Bagged up dog waste can now be placed in any litter bin, as both dog 
waste and litter is incinerated. If you have a dog, please do think of our 
neighbours and clean up after it.     

                                                              

Light up, be seen - and stay alive 
So many cyclists and e-scooter riders have no lights and wear dark 
clothes. At night they are at real risk of not being seen by motorists. So 
wear something reflective and have lights on the front and back. For 
more advice see the link below. 

Speed Survey link: https://tinyurl.com/TyneCrescent  

Cycle Safely: https://www.think.gov.uk/cycle-safety 

Dog Fouling link: https://tinyurl.com/BrickhillDogFouling  
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Fidelity PDF Scott W�F

THE TRAMPOLINE DANCE 
EVENT OF THE YEAR

7pm

Message Sue to book 07497 519609 

POUND DRUMMING FITNESS
SWEAT.SCULPT.ROCK

6pm

Every Wednesday at 6pm & 7pm | £5 per class Walk-ins Cash only

at Brickhill Community Centre, 21 Avon Drive, Bedford MK41 7AF

Limited Nursery Places
January 2026 for children aged 3

Scott Primary School
Hawk Drive, Bedford, MK41 7JA

office@scottprimary.co.uk / 01234 352630

PLAY, LEARN AND GROW
TOGETHER AT OUR

FABULOUS NURSERY



Join Bella & Amy for the 
‘Douro Discovery’ escorted 

River Cruise in 2026

10 September 2026  7-night river cruise Porto 
Roundtrip with flights from £3,495pp £3,395pp*

PLUS €50pp onboard credit - exclusively with us!

Find our shop at 24A Mill Street, Bedford
Call us: 01234 326 758 or email us: sales@selecttravelholidays.co.uk

Visit our website: www.selecttravelholidays.co.uk
Prices are per person, based on two people sharing a twin cabin - please enquire for solo pricing. £100pp saving is exclusive to Select Travel Holidays and applicable to bookings made by 19 December 2025. Prices subject to 
availability.  Operator terms and conditions apply. Cruise will be escorted subject to minimum numbers. 

INCLUDES:
• Return scheduled flights 
• 7 nights aboard the stylish MS Estrela
• All meals, plus beer, wine, and soft drinks with lunch & dinner onboard
• INCLUDED Shore excursions & unique Insider Experiences
• A variety of on board evening entertainment
• Cruise Director & expert local guides
• Overseas transfes, port charges, and tipping

Brickhill Allotment Garden Competition 2025
On Tuesday 2nd July 2025 we held our annual Allotment Garden Competition. There were two 
categories: Best new plot (for plots held less than 3 years) and Best overall plot.  

The judges were impressed by the gardening expertise, dedication and hard work shown by all entrants 
and it was a privilege to experience the wealth of horticulture talent in our local area.  

All plots were judged against the following criteria: good range of produce, plot presented in a clean and 
tidy condition, use of rainwater harvesting and the winners will receive gardening vouchers.

The lucky winners were:

Plot number 129

Mario 

Mario has had the plot since April 2020.

Plot number 89  

Andrei 

Andrei took over the plot in  December 2024. 
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YOGA
A Beautiful moving practice With Gen

Sundays 10 – 11 a.m. Brickhill Community 
Centre, Bedford 

Classes include soulful creative flow sequences, attention to 
alignment, pranayama and relaxation.  Taught by 

experienced BWY teacher.  Classes also in Wootton and 
Kempston. Classes are available as drop in.  Message for 

details. 

Book with Gen:   07849 158 850



01234 860 220
info@blissplumbing.co.uk
www.blissplumbing.co.uk

General Plumbing Maintenance
Bathroom Renovations

Gas Boilers
Heating

Contact Us

What do we cover?

Experienced and Professional Team
Fully Insured and Qualified

Air Conditioning

What do we cover?

Contact Us




