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These two play areas are the responsibility of Brickhill Parish Council and have just undergone some 
upgrading and refurbishment.  The toddler area on Waveney Green was starting to look worn and dated 
as were the springers on Mowsbury Walk.  The project has been led by Parish Councillor Stefan Testa 
and his aim has been to make the play areas more inclusive to children of all abilities and careful 
consideration has being given to the choice of new equipment.  At Mowsbury Walk, new springers, a 
roundabout and a feelings board have been installed.  At Waveney Green there are new swings and a 
mini roundabout, a small climbing tower and a feelings board. We hope that the new play equipment will 
be enjoyed by the children and their families.
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The Parish Council is setting up 
a Community Flood Group to 
help address the problems of 
flooding here and work to 
reduce the risk of more floods. 
The issues may be localised, but 
for those affected it is very 
serious. If you want to get 
involved, please email: 
Councillor Mark Fitzpatrick 
mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.com
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An ongoing worry for the Parish Council is speeding in 
Brickhill and the risk to local residents. The Parish part
-funded the average speed
cameras in Brickhill Drive. It has
now agreed to buy a new Vehicle
Activated Speed (VAS) sign for
Waveney Avenue. The original
sign was provided by Councillors
Wendy Rider and Charles Royden
but it is no longer working. The
signs help remind drivers of their
speed and are an effective way of reducing speed.

Waveney Green



EAST WARD 
Cllr Mark Fitzpatrick (Chair) 

01234 357259

mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.com

Cllr Peter Blakeman (Planning Committee 
Chair)  

01234 343908

pj.blakeman@btopenworld.com

Cllr Stuart Green 

01234 354339

stuart.green5938@ntlworld.com

Cllr Alastair Grant 

01234 342076

agrantbpc@gmail.com

NORTH WARD  
Cllr Vincent  Holloway 

01234 214533

vholloway1975@gmail.com

Cllr Peter Lamswood 

lamswoodpeterbpc@gmail.com

Cllr Stefan Testa 

stesta2@hotmail.com

1 vacancy 

WEST WARD 
Cllr Cathrine Ward 

01234 295951

mahovoward@yahoo.co.uk

2 vacancies 

SOUTH WARD 
2 vacancies 

WOODLANDS PARK 
WARD 
Cllr Sudesh Rani 

07891 014007

sudesh2021@hotmail.com

1 vacancy 

Borough Councillors for Brickhill Ward 
Cllr Charles Royden  

01234 309175

charlesroyden@gmail.com

Cllr Wendy Rider 

01234 303254

wendyrider41@gmail.com

Borough Councillors for De Parys Ward 
(covers Brickhill South Ward)

Cllr Henry Vann 

07791 138853

henry.vann@bedford.gov.uk

Cllr David Sawyer 

07711 692937

david.sawyer@bedford.gov.uk

Mrs Sue Bottoms,  

Clerk to the Council 
St Marks Church and Community Centre, 

Calder Rise, Brickhill, MK41 7UY  

01234 271708

clerk@brickhillparishcouncil.gov.uk

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday  and 
Thursday 10-12 noon. 

Police 
 Peter.Murphy@beds.police.uk 

Volunteers Required  Brickhill News is published 5 times per year and 
delivered to every household within the parish. We need lots of     
volunteers  - could you help?  If you could deliver to a few local streets 
near to where you live, please contact the parish council office. 

BRICKHILL PARISH COUNCILLORS 

Parish Council meetings: are open to the public and 
normally take place on the first Thursday of every month at 
7:30pm (except August & December) at St Mark’s Church 
Community Centre, Calder Rise, Brickhill MK41 7UY. 
Councillor surgeries are held at 7pm before each meeting. 

Brickhill News is published by Brickhill Parish Council. Printed by White Hart 
Press, 58a York Street, Bedford. Disclaimer: Every effort is taken to ensure 
content is accurate at the time of going to press, the Parish Council takes no 
responsibility for errors or omissions in editorial/advertising content. Contributors 
are asked to confirm that they have appropriate licences for any content used. 
Views by contributors are not necessarily those of the Council.   



Scott Primary School children are wowed with a day of    
active fun.  

On Friday 4th July our Year 1-6 children were treated to a PE WOW 
day! 

Scott Primary is passionate about being active as it is beneficial in so 
many ways. Not only physically, but it can also boost mental health. It 
gives children the chance to learn new skills with teamwork,     
resilience, communication, problem solving but best of all, they have 
LOTS of fun.  

Mr Allen, Scott Primary’s 
dedicated PE Teacher, who 
organised the day said: 
“ I was delighted the children got to enjoy the activities from 
Bedford Blues Foundation and SSG Services.  

The children benefitted from     
expert coaching and specialised 
equipment to give them valuable 
experiences.” 

Headteacher Mrs Barker said: 
“We are very lucky to have  
amazing grounds with so much 

space for our children to be active, play and get lots of fresh air. They   
also regularly get the chance to explore the woods as part of our outdoor 
learning curriculum.  We are dedicated to working with local organisations 
to not only forge community partnerships, but to give our children varied 
and enriching opportunities.  We are proud of our commitment to PE, not 
only as part of the curriculum and clubs but we regularly attend sporting 
fixtures and festivals”. 

William Summerfield, aged nine said: “The climbing wall was my best bit 
of the day as it was challenging” 

News from Brickhill Primary …. 
We loved welcoming in our community to come and admire the wonderful artwork and space projects our 
children have created throughout the year. We love art at Brickhill Primary School and could not be 
prouder of what our children have achieved.  

We want to thank each and every one of them for their efforts and kindness this year and also thank the 
parents for their endless support, particularly those who have supported with trips and PTA events. The 
summer term is jam-packed with trips and visitors but the highlight was surely seeing our fabulous Year 6 
children’s swans-song with their end of school performance! 



Brickhill Borough Councillors Update  Summer 2025
From Wendy Rider and Charles Royden 
Thank you to residents who supported our petition for the school crossing 
patrol at Scott Primary School. Councillors at a full council meeting in June 
voted overwhelmingly to support our petition to reinstate the crossing. We 
hope that  the Mayor will now act in accordance with councillors decision. 

Liberal Democrats produced a balanced budget for 14 years, however the 
Mayor and his conservative administration have used reserves they inherited and piled on massive new 
debt. Following two years of reckless spending the ballooning debt is now so great that independent 
financial experts have said that the council is effectively bankrupt. We are dismayed that continuing 
record increases in council tax, cuts to services and increasing costs to the most vulnerable residents, 
now seem inevitable. 

Cllr Henry Vann has challenged the Mayor to come clean about a secret list of sites which he is planning 
to sell for development. Despite the Mayor denying the existence of the list it has been seen by Cllr Vann 
and we believe it includes fields off Ashmead Road. Residents report to us that surveyors have already 
been seen carrying out measurements. Former Mayor Dave Hodgson supported our ‘No More Bricks in 
Brickhill’ campaign and we will continue to oppose the loss of more green open space in Brickhill.

The council programme for roads and pavements for 2025/26 shows that apart from work on Avon Drive 
roundabout no residential roads or pavements are scheduled for resurfacing. Many roads and pavements 
are now in a very poor condition and we will continue to campaign for adequate funding to be allocated.

We will continue to work hard and keep you informed through regular deliveries of FOCUS, surgeries and 
our website www.puttingbrickhillfirst.com. Please sign up for our emails and we will keep you updated with 
local information, we won’t bombard you and you can unsubscribe at any time.
Sign up here www.bedfordlibdems.org.uk/sign-up

Charles Royden, The Vicarage, Calder Rise, Brickhill.  01234 309175 charlesroyden@gmail.com

Wendy Rider, 23 Orwell Close, Brickhill. 01234 303254   wendyrider41@gmail.com

De Parys Ward Borough Councillors Update Summer 2025
From Henry Vann and David Sawyer 

The area of Brickhill Parish that falls within De Parys Ward is best   
summarised as Brickhill Drive, Robin Hill, Rooksmead, Mallard Hill, 
Eagle Gardens and Goldcrest Way.

During 2025 we have continued to campaign on a wide range of important 
local issues, including reporting residents’ concerns about the state of the 
shopping parade in Brickhill Drive and the drinking and  related anti-social behaviour outside the shops. 
On transport issues, we are continuing to campaign against cuts to local bus services that affect    
Brickhill residents, and have requested the traffic light timings at the Brickhill Drive/Manton Lane     
junction to be reviewed to improve pedestrian safety.  On environmental issues, we have requested  
further maintenance to the Rooksmead pond fountain, which has suffered due to a lack of water in the 
pond.  On wider issues that residents have reported to us, we are campaigning against the lack of    
regulation of e-bikes and scooters, which remain illegal for use on roads and pavements within the   
Borough, and are always on the lookout for graffiti and overflowing waste bins, which we regularly     
report for action.  As ever if you have any casework you would like to report to us, we would be     
delighted to help so do get in touch at the details below.
Sign up to our regular emails here: https://www.bedfordlibdems.org.uk/sign-up or come to our next    
surgery on Saturday 13 September, 1pm outside Chiltern Avenue shops, 2pm outside Fox & Hounds in 
Goldington Road.  Contact us anytime:
David Sawyer, 53 Devon Road, Bedford, MK40 3DF, 07711 692 937, sawyerbedford@hotmail.com
Henry Vann, 5 Park Avenue, Bedford, MK40 2JY, 07791 138 853, henrypaulvann@gmail.com



Brickhill Allotment Garden Competition 2025
On Tuesday 2nd July 2025 we held our annual Allotment Garden Competition. There were two 
categories: Best new plot (for plots held less than 3 years) and Best overall plot.  

The judges were impressed by the gardening expertise, dedication and hard work shown by all entrants 
and it was a privilege to experience the wealth of horticulture talent in our local area.  

All plots were judged against the following criteria: good range of produce, plot presented in a clean and 
tidy condition, use of rainwater harvesting and the winners will receive gardening vouchers.

The lucky winners were:

Plot number 129

Mario 

Mario has had the plot since April 2020.

Plot number 89  

Andrei 

Andrei took over the plot in  December 2024. 
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Next dates areNext dates are

Friday 29th August Friday 29th August 
Friday 26th SeptemberFriday 26th SeptemberFriday 26th September

POP IN FOR A CHAT AND
A CUPPAAAAAAAAAA

Playing Playing Playing gamesgamesgames is            Playing Playing gamesgames
optional!

gamesgamesgamesgames
optional!optional!

For more information call Clair at Brickhill Community For more information call Clair at Brickhill Community 
Centre on 01234 312332 or email                                                 

brickhillcommunitycentre@gmail.com brickhillcommunitycentre@gmail.com brickhillcommunitycentre@gmail.com 
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We are holding a game and coffee social dropWe are holding a game and coffee social drop-We are holding a game and coffee social drop-ins for We are holding a game and coffee social dropWe are holding a game and coffee social dropWe are holding a game and coffee social drop

all Brickhill Residents.  They take place on the last all Brickhill Residents.  They take place on the last 
Friday of each month, from 11.00am

all Brickhill Residents.  They take place on the last all Brickhill Residents.  They take place on the last 
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24A Mill Street, Bedford

BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE 
ABTA & ATOL protected 

Tel: 01234 326778
sales@selecttravelholidays.co.uk

www.selecttravelholidays.co.ukContact Us To Find Out More:

FRIENDLY, PERSONALISED SERVICE & 
IMPARTIAL ADVICE - 

All at NO extra cost: direct prices or less!
At Select Travel Holidays (home of Cruise 

Select), we are passionate about travel, and 
finding the right holiday for you. Our small, 

but perfectly formed, team of cruise and travel 
specialists based in Bedford are on hand to use 
their experience and expertise to help you with 

your dream holiday



YOGA
A Beautiful moving practice With Gen

Sundays 10 – 11 a.m. Brickhill Community 
Centre, Bedford 

Classes include soulful creative flow sequences, attention to 
alignment, pranayama and relaxation.  Taught by 

experienced BWY teacher.  Classes also in Wootton and 
Kempston. Message for details. 

Book with Gen:   07849 158 850



01234 860 220
info@blissplumbing.co.uk
www.blissplumbing.co.uk

General Plumbing Maintenance
Bathroom Renovations

Gas Boilers
Heating

Contact Us

What do we cover?

Experienced and Professional Team
Fully Insured and Qualified

Air Conditioning

What do we cover?

Contact Us




