BRICKHILL NEWS
The newsletter of Brickhill Parish Council
View of Robin Hill from Merlin Gardens

Issue 57

November/December 2018

Brickhill Remembers ……..
On Sunday 11th November, hundreds of Brickhill residents attended the 'Battle's Over'
commemoration on Waveney Green. Organised by Brickhill Parish Council it marked the 100th
anniversary of the end of the First World War. After a reading of 'Tribute
to the Millions', the Last Post was played, followed by two minutes silence
then Reveille. Finally the 'Beacon of Light' was lit, to symbolise an end to
the darkness of war and a return to the light of peace.

Thank you to Keira and Fleur from Brickhill Primary
School, to Fin and Hollie from Scott Primary School, to
Katie and Freya from Brickhill Scouts, Andrew Russell
for playing the Last Post and Reveille and to all the
residents who came to this event. Also a special thank
you to Barrie Ingram for being our official photographer
and providing such super photos. A selection of those
photos are on this page, but we will put all that were taken on our website and facebook.
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BRICKHILL PARISH COUNCILLORS
EAST WARD

SOUTH AND WEST WARD

Cllr Mark Fitzpatrick (Chair)
01234 357259
mark.x.fitzpatrick@gmail.com

Cllr Morris Johns
01234 217364
morrisjohns@yahoo.co.uk

Cllr Peter Blakeman (Planning Committee
Chair) 01234 355952
pj.blakeman@btopenworld.com

Cllr Ann Reeve
01234 343260 r_reeve1@sky.com

Cllr James Cross
07490 367607 james.cross@live.co.uk

Cllr Wendy Rider
(Borough Councillor for Brickhill)
01234 303254 wendyrider41@gmail.com

Cllr Tim Retout
01234 307998 tim@retout.co.uk

NORTH WARD
Cllr Vincent Holloway
01234 214533
vholloway1975@gmail.com
Cllr Corinne Royden
01234 309175 corinneroyden@gmail.com

Cllr Cathrine Ward
01234 295951
mahovoward@yahoo.co.uk

WOODLANDS PARK WARD
Cllr Chris Bailes
07525 166313
chris@woodlandspark.community

Cllr Charles Royden
(Borough Councillor for Brickhill)
01234 309175 charlesroyden@gmail.com

Cllr Michael Jarman-Webb
01234 816436
michael@woodlandspark.community

Cllr Lynne Seymour
01234 305683
lynne@puttingbrickhillfirst.com

Mrs Sue Bottoms,
Clerk to the Council
St Marks Church and Community Centre,
Calder Rise, Brickhill, MK41 7UY
01234 271708

Borough Councillors for
Woodlands Park

clerk@brickhillparishcouncil.gov.uk

Cllr Sheryl Corp
07734 888988
sheryl.corp@bedford.gov.uk

Office Hours
Monday—Thursday 10am—2pm

Cllr Stephen Moon
01234 870061
stephen.moon@bedford.gov.uk

Parish Council meetings
Parish council meetings are open to the
public and normally take place on the first
Thursday of every month at 7:30pm (except
August and
December) at St Mark’s
Church Community Centre, Calder Rise,
Brickhill MK41 7UY. The next meeting of
the parish council will be on Thursday 10th
January 2019

Brickhill News is published by Brickhill Parish Council. Printed by White Hart Press,
58a York Street, Bedford. Disclaimer: Whilst every effort has been made to ensure
that the information provided is accurate at the time of going to press, the Parish
Council takes no responsibility for the errors or omissions in editorial or advertising
content. The views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the
Council. Copy deadline for the next edition is 1st February 2019.
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Brickhill Borough Councillors Update November 2018
From Wendy Rider and Charles Royden
There has never been a time in Brickhill when we have experienced such
violence on our streets with murders and stabbings taking place. We
were pleased that so many people came to the public open meeting at St
Mark's to listen to the Assistance Chief Constable Sebire explain what
was going on. The National Crime Agency has used the term 'County Lines' to refer to gangs
dealing drugs across the country and exploiting children and young adults in the process. Bedford
like many other places has seen an extraordinary rise in children and young people
involved in gangs with drugs, knife crime and most recently in Brickhill a shooting. The police
were eager to point out that with this type of crime there is no general increased risk to
residents. Of course it is really important for parents to be aware of the dangers if their children
become involved in these gangs and we would encourage you to be vigilant and seek help if you
have concerns.
Residents attending the public meeting called on the police for more visible community policing in
Brickhill. The police were extremely honest in saying that they cannot provide the level of policing
which is required and at times it was like playing 'Whackamole'. Furthermore ACC Sebire warned
that she has to make a further £4.7m worth of cuts to her force next year. It is a fact that if we
continue to make cuts to the services which provide the foundations to our community, such as
education, police, council and social services, then it is inevitable that cracks will appear. This
breakdown in society combined with some extreme levels of poverty provides an environment in
which vulnerable young adults can become exploited and harmed. Whilst a long-term partnership
approach is needed to adequately address the current problems, we need an immediate reversal
of the current funding cuts for our police, especially in Bedfordshire which already gets a poor
deal in the government funding formula.
As your local councillors we will continue to work hard and keep you informed through regular
deliveries of FOCUS, surgeries and our website. If you would like to receive our newsletters
please sign up at bedfordlibdems.org.uk/en/petition/email-updates and visit our website
for more local information www.puttingbrickhillfirst.com
Wendy Rider, 23 Orwell Close, Brickhill, MK41 7BQ 01234 303254 wendyrider41@gmail.com
Charles Royden, The Vicarage, Calder Rise, Brickhill, 01234 309175 charlesroyden@gmail.com

Community Litter Pick
Saturday 8th December, 11am–1pm
Meet at the Brickhill Drive shops
We will supply the litter-picking equipment - just wear
sensible clothes and shoes
Help us to brighten up Brickhill and keep your
neighbourhood tidy!

Volunteers Required

Keen volunteers are needed to help deliver our
newsletter. Brickhill News is published 5 times per
year and delivered to every household within the
parish. This means we need lots of volunteers could you help? If you could deliver to a few local streets near
to where you live and can spare an hour, please contact the
parish council office, our details are on page 2.

Why not advertise in
Brickhill News?

Delivered to every property in
the parish and is placed on the
website. Costs from
£30 per quarter page.
Contact the Clerk
(see page 2).
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News from Brickhill Primary….
Brickhill Primary started the school year at full throttle! 26 children from Years
4, 5 and 6 had an amazing experience when they visited Sky Academy
Studios in London. They enjoyed the rare opportunity to use professional
equipment to write, present, film and edit a news report about cyber-bulling.
The outcome, which was informative and entertaining, was watched by the
whole school.
The Year 4’s invited their parents to a Roman afternoon which involved
activities such as playing Roman numerals counting games, making laurel
headpieces, designing coins, and eating Italian food, to name but a few. Everyone dressed up to
look the part and had a delightful time.

Four enthusiastic Year 6 teams were entered into a
dodgeball competition. After many weeks of training, the
B and C teams came third and fourth but the A-team won
the league and will compete again in the County Finals.
We wish them lots of luck.
The children are now starting to prepare for their
Christmas celebrations. Foundation to Year 4 will be
involved in performing plays to their families, whilst Year
5 will be singing to the residents of Sir William Harpur
House and Year 6 will be carol singing in the Harpur
Centre on the afternoon of 11th December. It would be
lovely if you could join them.

Park Wood Local Nature Reserve

The Autumn colours are at their brilliant best at
the moment – a challenge, it has been
suggested, to New England. The Community
Orchard has been harvested and we hope that
we have helped to make some diets a bit more
healthy! Winter now approaches and work is
concentrating on clearing encroaching brush
from the ponds’ margins and sowing seeds in
the wildflower meadow before year’s end. We
hope that will help to attract our butterfly

Too early to think about Easter
Activities???

The parish council are organising
the following subsidised activities.
MK Dons will be doing training
sessions on the 8th April on the
football pitches off Ashmead
Road. 10am-12noon for ages 9-12 and
2pm-4pm for 13-16 years.
Don’t fancy football? On the 10th April
between 9-3pm we will be offering a mix of
physical activity (sport & dance), art,
mindfulness and books & games delivered
across the 7-12 age range.
Places will need to be booked.
More details in the February newsletter.

Does your group need
resources or financial
support?
Guelder rose
residents next Spring and Summer.
You can keep up with our activities via our
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
ParkWoodNatureReserve

Did you realise that the parish
council offer grants??? If you run a group or
activity which serves or have members who
live in Brickhill you can apply for a grant. An
application form and the grant criteria can be
found on the parish council website or contact
the Parish Clerk (see page 2)
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Some News from the Latest
Parish Council Meeting and the Allotments and Open Spaces
Meeting
Woodlands Park Team : The parish council has received confirmation that Woodlands Park is
included in the local policing arrangements for Brickhill.
Brickhill Community Centre: The parish council has accepted a quotation from Allan Peacock
Street Lighting Ltd to improve the lighting to the car park. This will involve the installation of two
lighting columns close to the entrance to the car park. The existing wall lighting will remain.
Additional Parking in Rooksmead: The parish council is well aware of the difficulties of parking in
this area with vehicles frequently resorting to parking on the grass adjacent to the pond. The
parish council has agreed to fund up to a maximum of £10,000 towards the costs of the
installation of a grasscrete area. The total cost of the project is estimated to be approximately
£20,000.
CCTV: The parish council is investigating the cost of purchasing a mobile CCTV camera which
would be linked to and monitored by the CCTV Control Centre at Bedford Borough Council.
Waveney Green: Having finally obtained the lease for the remaining strip of Waveney Green near
Francis Groves Close, the parish council are now seeking permission from Bedford Borough
Council to install a footpath to join Francis Groves Close to the existing footpaths on Waveney
Green. A quotation from Phoenix Surfacing has already been accepted by the parish council.
They will also be undertaking some footpath repairs on the section of path near to the play areas.
Please Remember: all the minutes of the parish council and its committee meetings can be
found on our website at www.brickhillparishcouncil.gov.uk

Orange Recycling Bags
If you need some more orange recycling bags
these are now available in the Foyer at St
Mark’s Church.
Please call 01234 342613 to check availability.
Dates for your diary…...

Switching on of the Christmas
tree lights on Waveney Green
8th December: Litter Pick
5th April :
Spring Tea for the over 65’s
8th &10th April : Easter Activities
4th December:

Fancy an allotment? We have a
few plots available to rent.
Full Plot rent is £56 per year. Full
plot concessionary rate £33 per year.
Half Plot full rent is £35 per year.
Half plot concessionary rate £25 per year.
A one off plot deposit is £50. If you would like
further information please contact the parish
council office on 01234 271708 or email:
clerk@brickhillparishcouncil.gov.uk
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News from Scott Primary...
This term Year 6 at Scott Primary School have been learning all about Crime and Punishment
through the ages. We started with medieval ordeals of fire and water and are working all of the
way up to modern day policing and
forensic science.
As part of our curriculum enrichment we went
on a trip to the Tower of London. After a very
exciting train ride to London Bridge, we took a
short walk to the Tower of London. We were
very lucky to see them laying out special
lanterns all around the Tower to celebrate the
100th anniversary of the end of the First
World War. Did you know that 11 spies were
executed at the Tower? We had time to
explore the Crown Jewels (our favourite was
Queen Victoria's crown), the Torture Tower
(where we learnt about the manacles, rack
and the scavenger’s daughter) and the
Bloody Tower, renamed after two princes
who mysteriously vanished there and are
thought to have been murdered! After lunch we then had a special talk from an Elizabethan
Gaoler (or someone pretending to be one anyway!). He told us about how the prisons at the
Tower of London were actually very nice as they only kept important and rich people or royalty.
We then learnt about famous people who had been prisoners or executed at the Tower such as
Anne Boleyn, Guy Fawkes and Lady Jane Grey. Here we are with the Keeper of the Tower of
London, made out of all sorts of Armour and weapons to show off Britain's might!
We had a fabulous day and are looking forward to continuing our learning journey with this
fascinating topic!

News from Waveney Green…..
In the last newsletter, the parish council
reported that the galleon is sadly starting to
look its age and you were asked to suggest
alternative equipment. A range of equipment
was suggested including simply replacing the
galleon with a new version. A number of you
asked for a piece of equipment which was
suitable for access by disabled children. The
parish council was keen to ensure that
whatever equipment was chosen would be

accessable to all. Of all the suggestions, the most
popular was for a roundabout similar to the one
pictured. This has gates which open allowing
access for wheelchairs and buggies.
The Clerk will now contact play equipment
suppliers over the coming weeks with the aim of
getting something installed in the Spring of 2019.
Thank you to everyone who sent in ideas,
sorry that we will not have been able to satisfy
everyone but we do try our best!!
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Police News…..
Tackling youth violence: news from Sgt Luck Blackburn
Bedfordshire Police has set up a brand new, dedicated team, to tackle serious gang youth
violence in North Bedfordshire. This follows concerns raised by residents in Bedford and
Kempston. The team is called 'Op Arora' and is made up of
six officers, who provide a proactive response to reports of
serious youth violence. They receive daily intelligence and
information about incidents linked to the top four gangs in
Bedford borough, and their activity. They then patrol
hotspot areas, and over the past eight weeks have had a
number of successes including: 21 arrests, 8 school
engagements with local high schools, 147 Intelligence
submissions, 68 Stop and Searches, 1 Criminal
Behaviour Order obtained at court and 5 more being
reviewed, 2 full community protection notices issued with 9
Community Protection Notice Warnings issued to gang
members. The team has been extended until
mid-December, and I’m sure will continue to have a
significant impact until then.
We remain committed to working with partners, and a joined up approach to tackling serious
youth violence is vital. Like knife crime, tackling serious youth violence will require a long-term
approach and we’ll only be able to do this with support from local authorities, schools and the
community. To that end, the team work closely to safeguard the most vulnerable individuals
linked to gangs and youth violence, focusing on education, diversionary tactics and engagement
to fully understand the issues and work together to break the cycle.
Bedfordshire Police and Neighbourhood Watch
Following the recent murders in Brickhill and also a series of other crimes, the local Neighbourhood Policing Team came to Woodlands Park on 10th November. Officers knocked on many
doors in the area, while residents were able to visit the
mobile Police Station to find out more about
Neighbourhood Watch and talk with officers about
crime prevention and other issues.
There are Neighbourhood Watch groups in many parts
of Brickhill, but there are some gaps. If you are not
already involved in Neighbourhood Watch, you can find
out more by visiting http://bedfordnhw.ourwatch.org.uk/
or calling 01234 842861. A useful way of being better
informed is to sign up for Neighbourhood Alerts from
the police; see https://www.neighbourhoodalert.co.uk/
#SignUpSection.
Police priority setting meeting
The Bedfordshire Police team that covers Brickhill, De Parys and Harpur has a meeting four
times a year to agree what should be the main priority for each area. The next meeting is at
Bedford School, De Parys Avenue, on Tuesday 4th December, from 7:30pm to 9pm. The current
agreed priority for Brickhill is drugs, which is the root cause of much of the violence that has
taken place recently. When the exact location of the meeting is known, we will share it on social
media. All residents are welcome to attend the meeting.
Parental advice on gangs and knife crime
can be found at:
https://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/information-and-services/Advice/Gangs/Advice-for-parents
https://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/information-and-services/Crime/Knife-crime/Advice-forparents
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Brickhill Community Centre…..
Looking for a venue to hold an event or a group meeting?
The Community Centre is leased by
Brickhill Parish Council who are
responsible for the structure of the
building. But it is the Brickhill Community Association, a charity,
which is responsible for the day-to-day running of the Centre as well
as bookings.
The Centre consists of two halls – one large and a smaller hall on
the first floor. Both halls have associated facilities for making drinks
and snacks and for washing up. All parts of the Community Centre
can be accessed by physically disabled people as there is a lift to the
first floor.
There are gents and ladies toilets on both the ground and first floors;
there is also a disabled toilet on the
ground floor. There is also a small meeting room on the ground floor,
with doors that lead to a paved outdoor area.
The car park has space for 20 vehicles, with additional parking
space available at the nearby Avon Drive shopping parade and
along Avon Drive.
If you are interested in booking the Centre, please contact:
Sue, The Centre Manager, on 01234 312332 or at
brickhillcommunitycentre@gmail.com

St Mark’s Church Christmas Services 2018
Sunday 2 December
9.30am Christingle Service
A favourite with children and adults alike as we decorate oranges.
Saturday 22 December
6.30pm Carols in the Car Park
Free mulled wine and mince pies & Bedford Town Band.
Monday 24 December Christmas Eve
3.00pm Children's Crib Service
6.30pm Carols by Candlelight and Bedford Town Band.
11.30pm Midnight Mass by Candlelight

A

Tuesday 25 December Christmas Day
9.30am Family Morning Worship
A perfect way to start Christmas Day
For more information www.stmarkschurch.com
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CHRISTMAS IN A BOX 2018
Get a box, wrap it, fill it and make a difference to the lives of local people in crisis this Christmas.
For a number of years, All Nations Church have been privileged to provide local people in crisis with food
hampers at Christmas. For 2018 we’re building on the success of last year’s Christmas In A Box where we
distributed over 700 boxes, reaching over 1,600 people in Bedford.
Locally Bedford foodbank is seeing an increasing number of clients on a regular basis. Here at All Nations
Church, we want to further support the foodbank’s work, help their clients and other vulnerable people
during this festive season.

Christmas in a box

To do this we need your help.
There are a number of ways you can be involved:
• You can purchase items on the shopping list on
our website and donate them in an opened box
wrapped in Christmas wrapping paper.
• Buy one or two items from the list and donate
them to Christmas In A Box and we will make up
a box for you.
• Donate the cost of a box, £30 for a large family
or £20 for a small family. We will then purchase
the contents on your behalf and make the box
up.

pdf half Page

If you would like to give via electronic payment, you
can find details online.
If you choose to get a box, and fill it, or even
donate a few items to the project, please return
them to All Nations Church on:
Sunday 9th December 3.00pm - 6.00pm Or
Tuesday 11th December 4.00pm - 6.00pm.
For more information and other ways to get
involved visit our website or email
christmasinabox@allnationsbedford.org
www.allnationsbedford.org/christmasinabox
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LOCAL PIANO TEACHER
ABRSM Trinity Boards
Learn for fun or exams.
Learn to play your favourite
songs on the piano.

Domestic Electrical Services

Jeremy

Rewires
New RCD Consumer Units
New Circuits
New Lights & Sockets
Replacement Lights & Sockets
Outdoor Lighting & Power

Mobile: 07908 123912
Email: jeremypiantution@icloud.com

01234 783053 / 07703 017800

Liam J Bliss Plumbing & Heating

Advert by Bliss
plumbing pdf

10% off with this advert
SPECIAL OFFER!
No Hot water
or heating?
BOILER
SERVICING
ONLY £50
Dripping Tap?

Radiators not working?

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING UNDERTAKEN
ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING UNDERTAKEN
Fully Insured | Fully Qualified
Fully Insured | Fully Qualified

info@blissplumbing.co.uk
07805 540432
www.blissplumbing.co.uk

Where Plumbing is Bliss!

blissplumbingandheating@outlook.com
07805
540432
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Brickhill
Help and
Advice
Borough Councillor Wendy Rider
23 Orwell Close, Brickhill, Bedford.
MK41 7BQ 01234 303254
wendyrider41@gmail.com

Does Chantel want to
adv and same adv??

Borough Councillor Charles
Royden
The Vicarage, Calder Rise, Brickhill,
Bedford. MK41 7UY 01234 309175
charlesroyden@gmail.com
Local surgeries taking place at 10am at:
Brickhill Drive shops Saturday 22nd
December & Avon Drive shops Saturday
8th December and 5th January
See our website
www.puttingbrickhillfirst.com
For details of surgeries and the latest
Brickhill news

R J GASCOYNE
THE PLUMBING, HEATING
AND GAS COMPANY
We can provide the following services:
Boiler changes, system upgrades,
bathroom plumbing, fault finding, servicing,
repairs, maintenance, all central heating,
plumbing, draining and gas work
undertaken.
We can also undertake inspections for gas
safety and landlord certificates.

Auction Sales & Valuations
Valuation, collection & auction
service of individual items
Peacocksthrough
advertto complete property
and commercial clearances.
Pdf drop in

Call for a free no obligation
New version!!!!
collection quote or email
Send to WHP
info@peacockauction.co.uk
Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford MK42 0PE
01234 266 366 peacockauction.co.uk
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All from a friendly, reliable, trustworthy and
professional engineer.
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Contact Ryan on 07980 209587 or
Email: ryangascoynephg@gmail.com
www.peacockscafe.co.uk
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£5
save

up to

ask in group for
more details

TUESDAYS
St Mark’s Church
& Community Centre
Calder Rise, Off Avon Drive
Brickhill, Bedford
9.30 am & 11.30 am
3.30 pm, 5.30 pm & 7.30 pm
Contact:
Lorrie 01234 340 473

slimmingworld.co.uk

0344 897 8000

